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WHAT IS A BILLET FAMILY?

Many people in Vermont would not know the meaning of the word "billet,” unless you are involved with a Junior Hockey program.  Canadian Junior teams have traditionally billeted players throughout their leagues.  The term derives from the French word for "lodging of military personnel, especially in private homes".  Billeting is a great way to meet people. 

The importance of billet families to our Junior Program is immeasurable.  Part of our commitment to our players and their parents is to help provide them with a good home.  Their time with the billet family is a very important time of their lives.  They are away from their friends and family (often for the first time), so, their billets become their surrogate family.  While the billets receive some monetary compensation, the real rewards are in the lasting relationships that are formed.  

When a family volunteers to house a member of the team, they are required to provide room and board for the player.  This includes, providing nutritious food that is available for him to prepare or for the billets to prepare for the player.  In addition, billets must be able to provide the player with his own room, or can share with a fellow team member.  Billets are expected to treat the players as "one of the family" and not just a "renter".  The same goes for the player, which includes daily tasks such as cleaning up after themselves and keeping their room tidy and such.  We have team guidelines and policies that the players must abide by within our organization, and we expect our billet families to uphold and enforce these team rules.  All billet house rules will need to be communicated to the player when he arrives.

How long is a billet family's commitment?  This varies depending on the player; some are with the family during the hockey season which operates from mid August to the end of March.  Player’s still in high-school often stay with their billet family until the school year is over in June.  Throughout the season players try to go home for the weekend as often as the game schedule permits and every player will go home over the holiday breaks.  All billet player(s) live by the family rules established day one.

Families receive a monthly billeting payment for each player.  Some have found it easier to house two (2) players as they then travel together and are company for each other.  There have been some instances when (3) three players, or even (4), have been welcomed by one family.  Host families have included traditional 2-parent families and "empty nesters".  All that's really needed is a willingness to help a player 
pursue his dream by providing a "home away from home".

Your willingness to "rise up" and to help these young athletes achieve their goals and aspirations of one day making it to a great college and possibly someday even the professional will be an everlasting experience. By sharing your home, families, and time a billet family will build a lasting relationship with the player, organization, and community.  The player’s gratitude will be immeasurable.
For those interested please contact Dennis Himes at 802-922-9967 or via email gladescoach@yahoo.com.
Costs to Billeted Player:
$500 up front to billet family towards; Hockey, basketball, football, lacrosse and or any other association dues
$400 a month paid the 1st of each month to billet family to cover expenses associated with billeted player
